














8 Veterinary Surgeons Act 2005 c.l 

SCHEDULES 

Sections 1(3) & 2(1)(0) SCHEDULEl 

EXEMPTIONS FROM RESTRICTIONS ON 
PRACTICE OF VETERINARY SURGERY 

PART! 

Treatment.or operations which may be given or 
carried out by unqu.olified persons 

1. Any minor medical treatment given to an animal by its owner, by another 
member of the household of which the owner is a member or by a person in the 
employment of the owner. 

2. (1) Any medical treatment or any minor surgery (not involving entry into 
a body cavity) given, otherwise than for re,,!ard, to any animal to which this 
paragraph applies by the owner of the animal or by a person engaged or employed 
in caring for tbe ammaL 

(2) This paragrapb applies to -

(a) animals 'kept for the production of food, wool, skin or fur, or for use 
in the farming of land; and 

(b) borses. 

3. The rendering in an emergency of first aid for the purpose of saving life or 
relieving pain or suffering. 

4. (1) The performance by any person of or over the age of 18 of any of the 
following operations, that is to say -

(a) the castration of male liVestock by any means; 

(b) the docking of the tail of a lamb; 

(c) the amputation oftbe dew claws of a dog before its eyes are open. 

(2) In suh-paragraph (1)(a), "livestock" means any animal kept for the 
production of food, wool, skin or fur, or for use in the fanning of land. 

5. (1) The perfonnance, by any person of the age of 17 undergoing instruction 
in animal husbandry, of any operation mentioned in paragraph 4(1)(a) or (b) and 
dle disbudding of a calf by any such person or by a person of or over the age of 18 
undergoing such instruction, if, in each case, eitber of the following conditions is 
complied with -

(a) tbe ;nstruction in animal husbandry is glVen by a veterinary surgeon 
and the operation is performed under his Or her direct personal 
supervision; 
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(b) .the instruction in animal husbandry is given under the direction of a SCH. 1 
recognised institution and the operation is perfOIIDed under the direct 
personal supervision of a person appOlnted by the institution. 

(2) In sub-paragraph (1), "recognised institution" means the Isle of Man 
College when acting jointly with, or on behalf of, the Department in providing 
any instruction or course of instruction. 

6. (1) Ally medical treatment or any minor surgery (not involving entry into 
a body cavity) to any animal by a veierinary nurse if the following conditio.ns are 
complied wlth-

(a) the animal is, for iiIe.time being, under the care ofa veterinary surgeon 
and the medical treatment or minor surgery is carried out by the 
veterinary nurse at his or her direction; 

(b) iiIe veterinary surgeon is the employer or is acting on behalf of the 
employer of the veterinary nurse; and 

(e) the veterinary surgeon directing the medical treatment or minor 
surgery is satisfied that the veterinary nurse is qualified to carry out 
the treatment at surgery. 

(2) In sub-paragrapb (1), "veterinary nurse" means a nurse wbose name is 
entered in the list of veterinary nurses maintained by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

7. (1) filly medical treatment or any minor surgery (not involving entry into 
a body cavity) to any animal by a student veterinary nurse if the following 
conditions are complied with -

(a) the animal is, for the time being, under the care ofa veterinary surgeon 
and the medical treatment or minor surgery is carried out by tbe 
student veterinary nurse at his or ber direction and in the course of 
the student veterinary nurse's training; 

(b) the treatment or surgery is supervised by a veterinary surgeon or 
veterinary nurse and, in the case of surgery, the supervision is direct, 
continuous and personal; and 

(c) the veterinary surgeon is the employer or is acting on behalf of the 
employer of the student veterinary nurse. 

(2) In this paragraph -

"approved training and assessment centre" means a centre approved by 
the Royal Conege of Veterinary Surgeons for the purpose of training 
and assessing student veterinary nurses; 

"student veterinary nurse" means a person enrolled under bye-laws made 
by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for the purpose of 
undergoing training as a veterinary nurse at an approved training 
and assessment centre or a veterinary practice approved by such a 
centre; 
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"veterinary nurse" means a nurse whose name is entered in the list of 
veterinary nurses maintained by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

PARTll 

Exclusions from provisions of Part I 

Nothing in section 2(1 )(a) shall authorise -

(a) the castration of a male animal being -

(i) a horse, pony, ass or mule, 

(ii) a buIl, boar or goat which has reached the age of 2 months. 

(iii) a ram which has reached the age of 3 months, or 

(iv) a cat or dog; 

(b) the removal (otherwise than in an emergency for the purpose of saving 
life or relieviug pain or suffering) of any part of the antlers of a deer 
before the velvet of the antlers is frayed and the greater part of it bas 
been shed; 

(c) the desnooding of a turkey which has reached the age of 21 days; 

(d) the removal of the combs of any pOUltry which havereacbed the age 
ofn hours; 

(e) the cutting of the toes of a domestic fowl or turkey which has reached 
tbe age of n hours; 

(f) tbe performance of a vasectomy or the carrying out of electro
ejaCUlation on any animal kept for the production of food, wool, 
skin or fur, or for use in the farming of land; 

(g) the removal of the supernumerary teats of a calf which has reacbed 
the age of 3 months; 

(h) the dehorning or disbudding of a sheep or goat. except the trimming 
of the insensitive tip of an ingrowing hom which, if left untreated. 
could cause pain or distress; or 

(i) the docking of Jambs' tails after their first week of life. 



c.l Veterinary Surgeons Act 2005 11 

Section 9(1) SCHEDULJ;l2 

AMENDMENT OF ENACTMENTS 

Riding Establishments (Inspection) Act 1968 (XX p.502) 

In section 2, brrrit "or a veterinary practitioner". 

In section 6(3)-

(a) omit tbe definition of "veterinary practitioner"; 

(b) for the definition of "veterinary surgeon" substitute-

.... veterinary surgeon" has the meaning given by section 1(1) of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act 2005;". 

Anirna! Boarding Establishments (Isle of Man) Act 1973 (c.9) 

In section 1(4), omit "or veterinary practitioner". 

In section 2(1), omit "or veterinary practitioner". 

In section 5(2) -

(al omit the definitions of "Isle of Man Supplementary Veterinary 
Register", ''''Supplementary Veterinary Regisu.r" and "Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons"", and "Veterinary Practitioner"; 

(b) for the defmition of "veterinary surgeon" substitute -

.... veterinary surgeon" has the meaning given by section I(l l of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act 2005;". 

Misuse of Drugs Act 1976 (c.21) 

In section 7(3) -

(al in paragraph (a), omit ",veterinary prnctitioner"; 

(b) in paragraph (b), omit "veterinary practitioner,". 

In section 38 -

(a) for the definition of "practitioner" substitute-

""practitioner" means it doctor, dentist or veterinary surgeon;". 

(b) omit the definition of "veterinary practitioner"; 

(c) for the definition of "veterinary surgeon" substitute-

.... veterinary surgeon" has the meaning given by section 1(1) of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act 2005;". 
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Section 9(2) 

Chapter 110./ 

Vol. page /10 . 

XVIIp.794 

XXp.s02 

1973 c.9 

1976 c.21 

1976 c.22 
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SCHEDULE 3 

REPEAL OF ENACTMENTS 

Short Title 

Veterinary Surgecns Act 1949 

Riding Establishments 
(Inspection) Act 1968 

Animal Boarding Establishments 
(Isle of Man) Act 1973 

Misuse of Drugs Act 1976 

Medicines Act 1976 

Extent of Repeal 

The whole Act. 

In section 2, the words "or a 
veterinary practitioner". 

In section 6(3), the definition 
of "veterinary practi
tioner". 

In sections 1(4) and 2(1), the 
words "or veterinary 
practitioner". 

In section 5, the definitions 
of "J sle of Man Supple
mentary Veterinary 
Register", ''''Supplement
ary Veterinary Register" 
and "Register of Veter
inary Surgeons"" and 
"Veterinary Practitioner", 

In section 7(3) -

(a) in paragraph (a), 
rh~ words U,veterin
ary practitioner"; 

(b) in paragraph (b),tbe 
words "veterinary 
practitioner," . 

In section 38, tbe definition 
of "veterinary practi
tioner". 

In Schedule 3, in paragraph 
1(2)(c), the words 
"veterinary practitioner 
or". 

In sections 7(8)(b)(iii), 9, 
10(2), 23(2)(b), 33, 40, 
55(3), and 58, the words 
"or veterinary practi
tioner" and "and veter
inary practitioner". wher
ever occurring. 
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1979c.8 

1980 c.9 

1981 c.27 

1986 c.6 

1990 c.2 

1997 c.5 
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In section 16(2)(a) . and SCH.3 
58(1)(c), the words "and 
veterinary practitioners". 

In section 124(1), the 
definition of "veterinary 
practitioner". 

Poisons Act 1979 In sections 3(c) and 8(4), the 
words "or veterinary 
practitioner" and "or a 
veterinary practitioner" 
respectively. 

Jury Act 1980 In Schedule 1, in Group E, 
the words "and veterinary 
practitioners" . 

Breeding of Dogs and Cats Act In section 4(3) -
1981 

(a) in the definition of 
"veterinary officer 
of the Department" 
the words "veterin
ary practitioner or"; 

(b) omit the definition 
of "veterinary 
practitioner" . 

Statute Law Revision Act 1986 In Schedule 1, paragraph 7. 

Wildlife Act 1990 In section 8(2)(c), the words 
"or veterinary practi
tioner". 

Cruelty to Animals Act 1997 In sections 3(3) and 9, the 
words "or a veterinary 
practitioner" and ,cor 
veterinary practitioner" 
wherever occurring. ' 

In sections 16(5)(b) and 
17(5)(b), the words 
"veterinary practitioner". 

In Schedule 1, in paragraphs 
5 and 6, the words "or 
veterinary practitioner" 
and "or practitioner". 

In Schedule 4, in paragraph 
3(2) and 4(2), the words 
"a veterinary practitioner 
or" wherever occurring. 
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SCH. 3 2003 c.4 
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Medicines Act 2003 In Schedule 2-

(a) in the definition of 
"practitioner", para
graph (b)(ii); 

(b) the defintion of 
"veterinary practi
tioner". 

In Schedule 3, paragraph 
11(2). 
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