
 

 

 
Summary Court Covid-19 Part II Contingency. 

 
Following the restrictions recently imposed in respect of Covid-19 and in order to protect the health 
and well-being of the judiciary, court administration and all court users the following measures will 
be put into place in order to restrict the numbers of people attending at the summary courts for 
hearings and to limit the time at court of those who are required to attend. The measures will take 
effect from Thursday 7 January 2021:- 
 

1. New cases  
 

a. In Custody adult cases and juveniles accommodated as directed by the DHSC  
 

Any person held for court by a custody sergeant in custody or in accommodation as directed by the 
DHSC to appear will appear through the live video link procedure already in place to the next 
available court. If an interpreter, parent or appropriate adult is required then they should also 
appear from the police station or other place from which the Defendant appears(we had a case 
during the last lockdown where the interpreter attended at court for a person held at the police 
station, it did not work well). 
Advocates must be given access to their clients held in police custody or in accommodation as 
directed by the DHSC by secure, private live link. This can be facilitated from the video booths in the 
courthouse if required. 
 

b. Bail cases 
 
Any person charged with an offence and who is considered by the custody sergeant to be 
appropriate to be bailed to court (with or without conditions) should be bailed to the following 
dates:- 
 
Those charged and bailed before midnight on Sunday 10 January 2021 to be bailed to either:-  
 
Tuesday 16 February or Thursday 18 February 2021 
 
Those charged and bailed before midnight on Sunday 17 January 2021 to be bailed to either:-  
 
Tuesday 23 February or Thursday 25 February 2021 
 
Those charged and bailed before midnight on Sunday 24 January 2021 to be bailed to either:- 
 
Tuesday 2 March or Thursday 4 March 2021 
 
Those charged and bailed before midnight on Sunday 31 January 2021 to be bailed to either:-  
 
Tuesday 9 March or Thursday 11 March 2021 
 
If the lockdown continues after the end of January further court dates will be identified. 
 
Additional “overflow” dates will be notified in due course. The lockdown comes at a time when the 
summary courts are extremely busy following the Christmas and New Year period, dates other than 
the usual Tuesdays and Thursdays may be required to accommodate the number of adjourned and 
new cases. 



 

 

 
 

c. Summons Cases. 
 

Custody sergeants are asked to consider discharging offenders for summons in any case involving 
solely non-imprisonable offences and where bail conditions or a remand in custody are not sought 
(e.g. minor road traffic offences, minor public order offences). This will allow court administration to 
allocate those cases to a court once the initial lock-down period has passed. 
 
Summonses will continue to be issued by the court where appropriate but the hearing of new 
summons cases will be suspended for a period of 2 months with immediate effect. Once the 
emergency period has passed the court will allocate a hearing date to the issued summonses. It is 
anticipated that one or two “summons” courts will be held to deal with the backlog and to save 
overloading the courts in the future. The Director of Prosecutions and the Law Society will be 
consulted before those dates are fixed. 
 
The Coroner’s Admission procedure remains underused. The requirement for an offender to pay the 
Coroner’s fee was removed during the last lockdown; the fees being met by General Registry. This 
was intended to encourage greater use of the Coroner’s Admission procedure and avoid the need 
for offenders to whom the procedure is available to enter guilty pleas through the Coroner and 
avoid attendance at court. Unfortunately this does not appear to have resulted in an increase in the 
use of the Coroner’s admission procedure (apart for some unexplained reason in the Tax Court). We 
are continuing to explore the possibility of introducing a “guilty plea by letter” procedure but there 
are difficulties with the relevant rules which are causing an obstruction to the introduction of that 
procedure. Mr Brooks and I will continue to explore that option. 
 
In the meantime, please can the Constabulary and Attorney General’s Administration ensure that a 
Coroner’s Admission Form is included in every summons in which a guilty plea by letter is 
appropriate and the form amended to remove any reference to the need to pay a fee? I would also 
ask that the Constabulary give consideration to the greater use of the Fixed Penalty Procedure or 
Endorsable Fixed Penalty procedure whenever possible and appropriate. 
 

2. Remand Hearings 
 
Those persons remanded in custody either before or during the lockdown period will be produced to 
court through the live video link procedure. This is for the protection of those Defendants 
remanded, their advocates, prison personnel and those required to transport Defendants to court 
and supervise their attendance. 
 
Subject to representations to the contrary from Defendants or their advocates the “interests of 
justice” test will be considered satisfied during the lockdown period. Live Link Directions will be 
issued in those cases where one is not already in place. 
 
Plea, plea before venue, mode of trial, committal and any ancillary proceedings will be expected to 
be conducted via live video link. 
 

3. Summary Court Trials 
 
Court administration in consultation with the administration at the Attorney General’s Chambers 
have identified those trials due to be heard before the end of January. Once identified those trials 



 

 

will be adjourned to a date for a new hearing date to be fixed. Any bail and conditions will be 
continued in absence. 
 
Court administration will notify the Defendants and their advocates involved in those trials that their 
trial will not go ahead on the anticipated date and of the adjournment date. 
 
The Attorney General’s Chambers are asked to contact all prosecution witnesses involved in those 
cases to notify them of the adjournment and that they will be notified of the new date in due 
course. 
 
A significant proportion of summary criminal trials crack or are ineffective shortly before or on the 
day of trial. Defence Advocates and Prosecutors are urged to discuss all upcoming cases in order to 
establish whether a trial or other hearing is really necessary or whether the case could be resolved 
by alternative charges or in any other way. 
 
If the lockdown continues after the end of January further directions will be issued. 
 

4. Sentence Enquiry Reports, Community Service and Probation Orders. 
 

There will no longer be a probation officer in court on Tuesdays or Thursdays from w/c 11 January 
2021 until further notice. If there are any enquiries arising from courts during the lockdown period 
either Barry Carbis or Sarah Proudlove can be contacted at Prospect House and if necessary will 
come over to court. 
 
Where the court is considering a community penalty then sentence will be adjourned for 6 weeks to 
allow a short form report to be prepared. The court will identify to Probation that only a community 
penalty is being considered and therefore an emailed short form report will be acceptable.  
 
Because of the risk to those supervising and carrying out community service Community Service 
Orders will be suspended during the current lockdown. The period of suspension will be kept under 
review. 
 
During the lockdown period low and medium risk offenders subject to Licence and Community 
Orders will receive telephone contact, high risk and vulnerable offenders will continue to be 
supervised on a one to one basis. All offenders will be required to undertake work via the 
intervention hubs where they have devices that allow them to do so. 
 
The Bail Hostel at Tromode House remains operational. There are facilities to allow residents to self-
isolate when necessary. 
 

5. Attendance of advocates. 
 
The attendance in person of defence advocates or prosecutors is not expected during the lockdown 
period. It is left to the individual to decide whether to attend at court via live video or audio link or in 
person. This is subject to the requirement that summary court administration is notified in advance 
of the hearing of the intention of the advocate to appear via live audio or video link and subject to 
the availability of such facility. In the absence of any such notification the court will presume that the 
advocate will attend in person. 
 
 
 



 

 

6. Wearing of face masks in the court building 
 
The wearing of face masks in the court building is not mandatory. The guidance strongly 
recommends that masks should be worn in public places which obviously includes the court 
building. 
Social distancing must be maintained within the court building in general and in court rooms in 
particular at all times.  
 
Whether or not a face mask is worn is a matter for the individual. Members of the judiciary will be 
wearing face masks in court unless required to temporarily remove them to be heard and/or 
understood. It is important that all involved in the court process can be seen and heard (all the more 
so when appearances are via live audio or video link). If a face mask is worn by any person they may 
be asked to temporarily remove it if the court or others involved in the hearing have difficulty in 
understanding or hearing what is being said. 
 

7. Electronic transfer of documents. 
 

Whenever possible Advance Information Packs (AIPs) and previous convictions should be provided 
to the court and to the Defendant or their advocate by electronic means. This will avoid the need for 
close contact whilst documents are handed over and reduce the possibility of the virus being 
transmitted through multiple handling of documents. 
 
Defendants will not be required to sign bail bonds, a copy of the bail bond will be provided upon 
them confirming verbally that they understand and accept the bail conditions. 
 

8. Conclusion 
 
The impact of the current Covid-19 lockdown on court procedure is under daily review. I will ensure 
that lines of communication are kept open. 
 
I would be grateful if you would share this notice with all relevant persons within your organisation. 
 
Thank you once again in anticipation of your co-operation. 
 
 
 
Jayne Hughes 
High Bailiff 
 
Thursday 7 January 2021. 

 


